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Overview

The Democratic Republic of the Congo has been an unsafe place to
live for many years. Life expectancy is low and trained health
professionals are rare, particularly outside the capital city. Training
general practitioners (7 years) and nursing staff (4 years) in one of the
worst-affected areas will bring about long-term benefits to this African
nation. The project co-funds medical/nursing students in their second
year onwards, once students have proven their commitment and
reliability. Funding covers 80% of the cost of a year’s tuition, leaving
students to also contribute to the cost of their education.
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employment in much-needed areas of work .
This year has been hard with
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28 nurses and 20 doctors have graduated. There has been ma|.1y families as jobs were lost
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DRC is fraught with political instability, riots and violence. Rape and
sexual abuse has been used as a tool of war, and there are many

traumatised communities trying to rebuild their lives. DRC has 0.11 1000/
physician per 1,000 people (compared to Australia’s 0.25) and 0.5 Y
nurses per 1,000 people (compared to Australia’s 10). The need is huge.
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