IND-CHR-CHP-P09, Northern India
Reporting Period: July — December 2017

Community Health Program

Budget: $7,000 funded. $7,000 still to raise.

Update:

This community health and development project has been
operating in the region for many years. The work now centres on
the training and equipping of health care volunteers to provide a
first point of care for people in remote villages, A team has been
established to deliver highly strategic and effective health care
through the engagement of local community health volunteers.

Our partners provide the training and support for the community
health volunteers who then provide basic medical care, including
assessment and treatment of common illnesses, maternal and
child healthcare and health education for disease prevention.

They implement public health initiatives such as delivering
immunisations and promoting sanitation and hygiene measures.

The trained volunteers take a holistic approach to their health
and development work, encompassing the direct physical, emotional and spiritual needs of people, and looking to
contribute meaningfully to community life. This includes working to change prevailing understandings and ways of

thinking that limit the opportunities and ability of people in a community to
participate fully in society.

This program is identifying and changing the way women are perceived in
the community. Traditionally, villages have been patriarchal in nature,
with the role of women limited to the home. However, over time, the
presence of women in the public sphere, undertaking roles beyond that of
home duties, has become more commonplace and the ability of women to
positively contribute in these settings has become apparent. This gradual
change in attitude has facilitated the movement of women into leadership
positions.

There are currently seven clinics running where community health
volunteers receive medical training after their initial theoretical training.
There are now 3 disability centres where people with disabilities can
receive special care. Community health workers will often do a house visit
and counsel families who find it particularly difficult the get to a clinic. A
computer centre has been set up for students from different villages to
come and learn basic computer skills.

Thank you for making it possible for our partners to train volunteers in
basic healthcare so that they, in turn, can reach out to their local people in
need.
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